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"FORMING THE FUTURE: LITERACY DEVELOPMENT AND CHILDREN'S READING 
PROMOTION. RUSSIAN STATE CHILDREN'S LIBRARY EXPERIENCE". 

 

In recent years, children's reading has become a topical issue all over the world. Children’s 
success in reading determines the quality of their life in the world of future. Today, for most 
children reading is being considered as a supplementary activity for study. It has become 
fragmented, mosaic. Russian schoolchildren, who demonstrate high level of reading literacy 
in the age of 9-10, usually moved to the lower third of the rating of countries participating in 
the international research when they reached the age of 15, and only in 2016 the 15-year-
olds moved to the middle of the rating (26th place). However, this is by no means the 
highest rates. 
 

Among all channels of communication, reading as such and especially reading of books (both 
in printed and in electronic form) is the most significant factor in preserving the core of the 
national culture. 

Today, the questions of developing younger generation’s interest in reading should be 
solved at the governmental level. Considering this, a year ago, the Prime Minister of the 
Russian Federation Dmitry Medvedev supported the initiative, with which our library came 
up together with our partners, and gave an order to develop the Concept of the National 
Program of Reading Promotion Among Children and Youth in the Russian Federation. 
 

The main goal of the program is to improve the quality and status of reading, to develop the 
cultural and reading literacy of children and youth, to form a high civil, spiritual and moral 
guide for the younger generation. 

The text of the Concept has been pending approval for a long time and was finally approved 
on June 3, 2017. 

This is a great achievement for us – state structures turned to face the issues of younger 
generation’s reading. Moreover, the Russian President declared the years 2018-2027 to be 
the Children’s Decade in Russia. In this regard, there is a reason to believe that the holding of 
the IBBY Congress in Russia in September 2020 will receive state support. 

So, our joint work with the specialists, our partners in the creation of the Concept showed 
that a positive result in the literary and artistic education and creative development of 
children can be reached only when the representatives of the spheres of culture, book 
publishing, education, art and media consolidate their efforts. 

Support of children's and youth reading is considered today as a major priority in the cultural 
and educational policy of our state. 
What is the novelty of the Concept? 



1. Broad and effective interdepartmental and interdisciplinary interaction of 
participants at the federal, regional and municipal levels is assumed. Only through joint 
efforts of the society, the state and the organizations that support reading it will be possible 
to get the maximum positive economic and social result. 

2. The concept is of systematic character and is aimed at the entire children's reading 
promotion and support infrastructure in society (family, education, cultural institutions, the 
book industry and the media). 

Cultural institutions play a major role in reading promotion, so it is important to 
restock library collections regularly with modern literature for children and young people 
and to support innovative library, museum and theater projects aimed at sparking children’s 
and youth interest in reading. 

3. The concept is based on the differentiated age approach: pre-school category (0-6 
years), junior school category (7-11 years), preadolescence (12-14 years) and adolescence 
(15-17 years). It is obvious that if the main thing for a little child is a quality of life and 
development within the family, then for a teenager or a young adult other values are 
important, values that suggest different tasks and ways by which the reading institutions can 
influence on him. 

4. The concept is aimed mainly at the practical implementation of the tasks by the 
entire system of social institutions responsible for teaching and developing interest in 
reading – institutions which guarantee the accessibility of literature for children and youth. 

5. At the center of the Concept is a child, who plays an active role in everything 
starting from the possibility for children to participate in the discussion of the program’s 
Concept on the basis of the Sirius Center.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

The Sirius Educational Center 
(Sochi, Russia) was established in 
2014. The Center deals with early 
identification, development and 
further professional support of 
gifted children, who have 
demonstrated outstanding abilities 
in the fields of arts, sports, and 
natural sciences. The center is open 
all year round. Travel and stay at 
the Center is free of charge for 
children. 600 children aged 10 to 17 
years from several regions of Russia 
comes monthly to the Sirius. They 
are accompanied by more than 100 
teachers and coaches, who enhance 

their professional skills in the Center. It is not by chance that Sochi was chosen as a location 
for Sirius. There is an excellent infrastructure in Sochi that remained after the Winter 
Olympics. 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

I don’t have an opportunity to elaborate on the National Program of Reading Promotion 
Among Children and Youth in the Russian Federation in this report. This is a serious, 
multipage document providing a set of measures for the implementation of the tasks during 
the 2018-2026 period. I would only like to note that what pleases and encourages me 
particularly as a specialist is the issues that are brought up within the framework of this state 
program, namely: 

- the revival of the children's literature departments as well as departments of library 
work with children in our universities (there used to be 12 in former times); 

 - a target training for specialists in the field of children's reading. 

Before moving to the Russian State Children’s Library experience, I would like to give you 
some statistics. 

Today, there are more than 24 million children in Russia, which is almost 17% of the 
country's population. Specialized children's and youth libraries working under the Ministry of 
Culture of the Russian Federation serve more than 11 million readers. In  May 2016, the 
library network consisted of 3,521 libraries. In recent years, many of the 38,000 public 
libraries for adults have also begun to serve children. 

The network of specialized children's libraries in our country is a rather unique phenomenon. 
This network has started to form more than a hundred years ago. During the long years of 
their existence Russian children's libraries have formed extensive collections, accumulated a 
rich experience of working with books and developing children’s interest in reading. 

The Russian State Children’s Library is the largest children’s library in Russia and one of the 
largest in the world. We can say this about the size of the whole library stock, the floor area 
of all premises and services provided to children.  It was founded in 1969. It functions not 
only as a public library, but as a major cultural destination as well. It is open seven days a 
week. In 2016 the RSCL had: 

• 24 500 users  
• 160 797 visitors  
• more than 1 200 000 website users  
• 9 000 м² of library space  
• 15 specialized reading halls   
• modern cinema and concert hall with 170 seats  
• about 600 000 books, newspapers, magazines, music notation item, DVDs, audios, photos  
• 11 000 digitalized materials in the National Digital Children's Library (NDCL) (books – 7522, 
magazines (33 items) – 2075, filmstrips – 1559)  
• more than 8 000 users and 230 000 visitors of National Digital Children's Library, 384 000 
site session, more than 1,5 million books issued.  
• 70 virtual reading rooms in NDCL   
• Russian state children's library-TV an innovative project of interactive television for 
children and adults, for specialists on reading and library services  
•  53 227 library references and consultations  
• 56 publications of articles in professional journals  
• 28 of educational programs in educational center, 3000 participants  



• 400 psychological consultations for library users  
• 28 big events for specialists on children's libraries, more than  2 300 participants 
In 2013, the All-Russian Center for the Study of Reading and Children’s Literature was 
established in the RSCL. This is a unit of scientific directions, which has a number of 
functions: scientific and methodological, research, coordination, retraining and advanced 
training in the field of working with children in all types of Russian libraries. We have 
teachers, psychologists and sociologists in our library. Most of them have Ph.D., therefore 
their professional level allows to work not only with children, but also to do research and to 
retrain library specialists who serve children. We are open for cooperation and we actively 
interact with various structures that somehow deal with the literary education of children 
and adults. 
There are 46 children's studios, workshops and clubs, on the base of which 20 educational 
programs are being realized. These are the programs on artistic-aesthetic, social-pedagogical 
and natural science directions for children and teenagers aged 2-16 years. Admission of 15 of 
these programs is free of charge. 

Our open literary classes for pre-school children of 3-6 years “Terem-Teremok” are very 
popular. They include: literary part with elements of theatricalization, reading, filmstrips 
viewing, games, including finger games and the theatrical part, where children can draw, 
model in plasticine or clay some image inspired by the subject of the lesson. 

For junior schoolchildren aged 5 to 9 years, we have an educational program “Merry Goose”. 
There children listen and discuss the best poems, stories, fairy tales. They can draw what 
they’ve heard or craft the characters out of various materials. 

Сlasses for young children (2-3 years) and their parents in the creative development club 
“Kurochka Ryaba” (“Chicken Ryaba”) are also in demand. Children watch puppet shows, 
play, dance and communicate with their peers. 

These three programs are supposed to be realized within the 7-months period of regular 
classes. 

The family club “Mother's Hour” unites parents who are interested in children's reading and 
gives them the opportunity to share their experience. 

For many years the RGDB has been working with educational institutions in Moscow. 
Literary, literary and educational, interactive classes and excursions are constantly held for 
schools and kindergartens. Thus, in the school year 2015-2016, on the ground of cooperation 
agreements, pupils of 43 classes of 12 Moscow schools and children from 4 kindergartens 
regularly attended the RSCL. 

Among the most prominent new partnership projects with good prospects in the field of 
supplementary literary education, both for students and for special needs children, we can 
name the "Volunteers School". We have contracts with hospitals and charity funds, with the 
Research Institute of Emergency Children's Surgery and Traumatology (the Fund of 
Children's Doctor Roshal), with the Children's City Clinical Hospital (named after N.F. Filatov), 
with the charity fund “Gift of Life” (Podari Zhizn). 

And our employees and volunteers come there regularly and are engaged to work with 
children: they read, show filmstrips, give master classes. The Miloserdiye Medical Center of 



Marfo-Mariinsky Convent and the fund  for helping children with oncohematological and 
other serious diseases "Gift of Life" bring children to the events at the RSCL. 

Another supplementary educational activities that the RSCL performs suggests working with 
migrants from the Pamirs. The educational program "Getting ready for school" for pre-school 
migrants, who do not know the Russian language, was prepared by an educational 
psychologist. This project is supervised by the Aga Khan Foundation (Switzerland). 

Since 2014, being the federal coordination and methodological center for other children’s 
libraries of the Russian Federation, the Russian State Children’s Library implements the 
project “Workshop of Author’s Programs on children’s involvement in reading”. More than 3 
thousand professionals from libraries serving children have already participated in this 
project. In 2015, the Year of Literature in Russia, the 1st All-Russia Festival of Authors’ 
Programs on Children’s Involvement in Reading was held as part of the Annual Children's 
and Youth Libraries Directors Meeting. The best programs were included in the collections 
published by our library. The 2nd All-Russia Festival of Authors’ Programs on Children’s 
Involvement in Reading will take place in October 2017. 

Great opportunities for children’s supplementary education are provided at the online 
resources of modern libraries. The RSCL portal rgdb.ru is a tool for getting information and 
using some library services remotely. It is a unified access point for all electronic resources 
created by the library, including the sites of the All-Russian Children’s Literature and Study of 
Reading Center, Biblio-Guide, Weblandia, digital catalog "For children and about them. 
Russian publishing houses today", "RGDB-TV", "National Digital Children's Library" and 
others. 

In June 2015, the RSCL was named as the coordinator of the project on creating a register 
and a digital collection of filmstrips. As part of this project, more than 2,000 films have 
already been digitized, and more than 5,000 filmstrip titles have been added to the register. 
The signing of the licensing agreement with Gosfilmofond allowed the upload of digitized 
filmstrips to the electronic library. 

In April 2017 we have started a new project: the scoring of filmstrips by famous actors of 
theater and cinema. I’d like to suggest you to watch  one minute video as an example of this 
scoring project. So, even if we do not understand the language and don’t know the fairy tale 
"Three Little Pigs", we can say how fascinating these meetings are judging by the  children’s 
reaction. 

Now I’d like to introduce you briefly with some  projects of our new Association “Raising 
readers”, which was established last year in June, 10. The “Raising readers” Association 
unites state, public and creative organizations, institutions, collectives and individuals 
working in the sphere of culture, art, education, book publishing etc. in the interests of 
promoting children’s literary and artistic education.  

Goals and objectives: 

• establishing cooperation among the Association members; 
• initiation and realization of the network projects;  
• informational and management support, consulting and methodological assistance 

for the members of the Association.  
The projects: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B693k4I1KSrOTVM0bjl3U2tsblk/view?usp=sharing


- "Read with us“. A series of posters with the photos of Russian theatre and 
movie celebrities, encouraging children to read books and visit libraries. 

- "Reading the classics in the library". It’s a contest for libraries. 
The aim of the project is to popularize and give a brand new look at the Russian classics and 
to bring the issues of children's libraries development into the public eye.  
Participants (children under the age of 14, librarians and teams of libraries' readers) had to 
make videos where they read Russian classical poetry. More than 5000 videos has been sent 
by 1225 Russian children libraries during this two-month project. 

- The first All-Russian campaign "Give books with love!" initiated by "Raising 
readers" as an annual network project within the framework of the International Book 
Giving Day celebration.  

 
In Russia the International Book Giving Day is celebrated for the first time on a nationwide 
scale. Though various events dedicated to bookgiving have been organized in some Russian 
and CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) cities before, they were not conducted 
within the framework of the international holiday. In the year 2017 our Association initiated 
the All-Russian campaign "Give books with love!" with the aim to get more people in Russia 
involved in the grand-scale global celebration. We unite state, public and creative 

organizations, institutions, collectives 
and individuals working in the sphere 
of culture, art, education, book 
publishing etc. in the interests of 
promoting children’s literary and 
artistic education. 
 Our goal is to make "Give books with 
love!" an annual event that will revive 
the tradition of bookgiving and spark 
youth interest in reading. 
More than 700 children's libraries 
from over 55 Russian regions, the 
largest book stores, publishing 
houses, schools, State Literary 
Museum and other organization took 
part in the campaign. 
In addition to the existing official 
Book Giving Day 2017 poster, the 
artist Marina Pavlikovskaya designed 
the official Russian campaign poster 
and promotional materials (pins, 
pens, bookmarks, balloons). 
In bookstores supporting the 
campaign "Give books with love!" we 
placed the poster and other 
promotional materials of the 
campaign in a special branded section 
with a display stand of books that 

were sold by the campaign price; people could buy any book and put it in one of the special 



boxes, which will be sent as a gift to the children’s hospitals, orphanages, hospices, charity 
funds and needy libraries in small villages in the distant corners of the country – that’s what 
the Russian State Children’s Library, All-Russian State Library for Foreign Literature and many 
other libraries also did.  

 
The book exchange, meetings with children's writers, illustrators and cultural ambassadors, 
contests, quizzes, workshops and much more was organized at the campaign venues.  
The campaign turned out to be amazingly successful. For example, the State Literary 
Museum has collected about 1000 books that will be sent to two hospices and two palliative 
care centres. 

Moreover, we organized a contest "Draw your own poster for the International Book Giving 
Day" and an online-quiz from the leading children's publishers (5 questions from every 
publisher about themselves, their history, authors etc.). Each winner got a wonderful new 
book as a prize. 

We are very glad that our campaign made the holiday known in the most of the Russian 
regions and was such a success.   

On the first of June, 2017 we started the all-Russian campaign “Children’s book on a victory 
podium”. 

Its purpose is to draw attention to the Russian books for children and youth, that were put in 
the IBBY Honour List during the years from 1970 to 2016. 

Traditionally, these books are marked with special stickers. We were given a permission to 
print a Russian version of these stickers with IBBY logo. We send them to the libraries who 
own the books from the Honour List and thus we encourage people to reread these 
remarkable books.  

And finally, to conclude, I'd like to thank our colleagues from Slovak IBBY, IBBY Institute 
Bratislava, BIBIANA and Timotea Vrablova personally for this great opportunity to participate 
in this conference. I am sure that the meetings like this, where we share our ideas and 
experience, pave the surest way to the mutual understanding and rapprochement among all 
our countries, for one common thing unites us all - the ambition to raise up the generations 
of reading and thinking people.  

Moscow 
August, 2017 
 


